[image: image1.png]A N2
=)

S /
* Kk ok k k k k

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE






BACKGROUNDER FOR REPORTERS

What is the official title of the conference? The conference is officially called VII Reunión Técnica de la Iniciativa Amazónica contra Malaria (AMI).

What is the main topic of the conference? USAID and partners from countries and organizations providing technical assistance will review progress on activities supported through AMI, and plan for future activities.

What is AMI? AMI is a regional activity through which USAID contributes to the prevention and control of malaria in Latin America.

When did the AMI program start? AMI began planning activities in 2001, and started technical activities with the partner countries and technical assistance organizations in early 2002.

Which countries and which organizations are involved in AMI? AMI’s partner countries are Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname, and Venezuela. USAID’s technical assistance partners are the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Links Media, Management Sciences for Health (MSH), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), and the U.S. Pharmacopeia (USP).

Who provides collaborative support for AMI? The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has supported development and maintenance of the initiative with a US$2 million investment per year.

What are some specific AMI achievements? AMI has been instrumental in helping partner countries to adopt and implement malaria treatments of known efficacy consisting of a combination of two medicines, one of them a derivative of artemisinin. These treatments, known as artemisinin-based combination therapy (ACT), are very effective and are recommended by the World Health Organization.

AMI has also worked to improve the quality of malaria diagnosis, introduce rapid tests for diagnosing malaria, ensure the availability of high-quality treatments by improving its logistics and quality control, improve the availability of tools for monitoring the resistance to antimalarials, and communicate improvements to the governments, media, and the public.

AMI has promoted and facilitated cooperation between partner countries, i.e., South-South collaboration. 

What specific gains have the partner countries made? The partner countries have been able to make great progress in reducing the health and economic impacts of malaria in their nations. They have shared information and insight with each other, and have helped serve as a model for other infectious disease-based initiatives.

What are AMI’s statistical results? Statistics compiled by PAHO have borne out AMI’s effectiveness in reducing malaria morbidity and mortality in the Amazon basin. From the first AMI in-country intervention in 2002, Peru has gone from 98,000 reported and confirmed cases of malaria to 64,871 cases in 2006. Peru also reported 17 malaria-related deaths in 2002; this was redued to 6 deaths in 2006. Suriname went from 13,000 confirmed malaria cases in 2002 to 4,000 in 2006. Brazil reported 77 malaria-related deaths in 2002; 2005 data reported 7 malaria-related deaths.

How is AMI addressing specific issues? 

· AMI helps strengthen malaria diagnosis quality by supporting reference laboratories in each country, using high-quality microscopic methods to confirm the presence of the malaria parasite.

· AMI provides assistance in helping the partner countries monitor and control the manner which drugs are procured, stored, and distributed in the countries.

· AMI’s communications strategies raise awareness about drug efficacy and drug quality in Amazon countries.

· AMI’s technical assistance helps the partner countries measure potential resistance to antimalarial medicines through laboratory methods.
· AMI supports the introduction systematic vector surveillance and control based on information specific to the affected areas.
What are AMI's plans and goals? AMI’s plans are to continue to maintain the great momentum the program has generated with the objective of institutionalizing best practices in malaria prevention and control. AMI partner counties have become pioneers in the containment of malaria through their role in the initiative.
USAID’s Role in Malaria Control and Prevention

Recognizing the grave threat malaria poses, President Bush announced his Malaria Initiative (PMI) in 2005 and pledged to increase funding by more than $1.2 billion through 2010 in 15 of the hardest hit nations in Africa to cut malaria deaths by half.

Led by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), PMI is working in partnership with host country governments in Africa, non governmental organizations, faith-based and community groups, and the private sector to lift the intolerable malaria burden.

 USAID supports malaria control and prevention programs on three continents (Africa, Asia and South America). In addition to the Amazon Malaria Initiative, USAID’s Mekong Regional Initiative covers Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam.
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